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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment filed 12 January 2005. 

Status of Claims 

[1] New Claims 5-8 are allowable over the prior art as amended in view of the following 
examiner's amendment. Claims 1-4 have been cancelled by Applicant. 

Drawings 

[2] All drawing objections outlined in the Office Action dated 19 August 2004 have been 
addressed by Applicant, and withdrawn by the Examiner. Annotated sheet submitted on 12 
January 2005 showing Figure 1 corrections has been accepted. 

Specification 

[3] Applicant has addressed all objections to the specification in the amendment filed 12 
January 2005. Accordingly, all objections to the disclosure have been withdrawn by the 
Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 
[4] Applicant's arguments filed 12 January 2005 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The prior art does not provide sufficient motivation for combining the Sutt Jr.'585 
and Leistner '419 references. Accordingly, the Examiner has withdrawn all previous rejections 
over Sutt Jr.'585 v. Leistner '419. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
[5] New claims 5-8 are allowed in view of the following Examiner's amendment. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

[6] An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Authorization for this 
examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with John Guice on 2/4/2005. 

[7] The application has been amended by the examiner as follows: 

The word -OF- has replaced the word 'OOF' in the first line (title) of the abstract. 
The word —on- has been inserted between 'located' and 'one' on line 10 of claim 5. 
The word -on- has been inserted between 'lines' and 'one' on line 4 of claim 8. 

Reasons for Allowance 

[8] The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art (in particular, previously cited Sutt Jr. '585) essentially discloses a single 
planar portion underneath the heads of collated t-shaped nails, which defines a symmetrical and 
acute nailing portion with respect to a left or right flat nail side. 

The prior art (in particular, previously cited Sutt Jr. '585), however, does not teach the 
brad strip substantially disclosed by Applicant. Sutt Jr. '585 v. Leistner '419 would not obviously 
suggest symmetrical 'oblique insert members' under the head as disclosed in claim 5, that is, 
being defined separately from the lower plane of the head, between a lower horizontal plane of 
the head (parallel to the top flat striking surface) and one of the flat left and right 
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sides/connecting portions by an acute angle. The acute angle forms a sharp nailing portion with 
one edge residing in said one of the left and right sides/connecting portions, and another edge 
residing in the inclined plane. Further, it would be unobvious to have a ratio in length of two to 
one (horizontal plane length to inclined plane length, respectively). It is to be noted that 
Webster's defines a 'plane' as 'a surface of such nature that a straight line joining two of its 
points lies wholly in the surface'. Accordingly, both horizontal and inclined planes have at least 
one inherent 'length' that can be measured with respect to each other (pertinent to claim 6). The 
inclined plane and horizontal plane have been interpreted as not being co-planar, as an 'inclined 
plane' cannot also be a 'horizontal plane'. The top flat striking surface of the head is parallel to 
the horizontal plane, and thus is also 'horizontal'. 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

[9] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Sharp whose telephone number is currently (703) 305- 
0426, but will change to (571) 272-7074 in April 2005 due to a move to the Alexandria, VA 
campus. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 5:00 pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached on (703) 306-41 15. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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